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GCSE in  En g l ish  as a Secon d  Lan g u ag e 

Pap er  1 :  Read in g  an d  W r i t in g  

Ex am in er  Rep or t  

 

Pap er  Back g r ou n d  

 

The Reading and Writ ing Paper is div ided into six parts as follows:  

 

 
 

Part  

 

Topic 

 

Quest ion types and marks 

 

 

Part  1 

Reading 

 

 

Leaflet :   

‘10 Ways to I mprove Your Memory’ 

 

 

mult iple matching (10)  

 

 

Part  2 

Reading 

 

Art icle:   

‘A Different  Way of Liv ing’ 

 

short  answer quest ions (10)  

mult iple choice (5) 

5/ 10 correct  statements (5) 

 

 

Part  3 

Reading 

 

 

Art icle:   

‘I CEHOTEL’ 

 

t rue/ false/ not  given (5) 

sentence complet ion (10) 

summary complet ion (5) 

 

 

Part  4 

Writ ing 

 

 

An email to a fr iend about  moving to a new home 

 

informal email (10) 

75 – 100 word response 

 

Part  5 

Writ ing 

 

A report  for the school magazine giv ing the benefits of music 

lessons and cookery lessons and stat ing a preference 

 

 

sem i- formal report  (20)  

100 – 150 word response 

 

 

Part  6 

Writ ing 

 

Writ ing a summary of a text :  ‘Travelling with a Tour Group’ 

 

 

formal summary (20) 

100 – 150 word response 

 

 

 

Per f o r m an ce on  t h e Read in g  Pap er  

 

Par t  1 :  Mat ch in g  Head in g s t o  Par ag r ap h s 

 

I n general, candidates found this part  of the paper accessible and most  

understood how to address the task. However, some candidates crossed more 

than one box in response to a quest ion but  did not  indicate which of these 

responses they wished Exam iners to consider. 

 

Cent res are advised that  where more than one response is selected where only 

one is required, no m ark can be awarded even if the correct  response has been 

indicated. 

 

Par t  2 :  Sh or t  An sw er  Qu est ion s 

 

The short  answer quest ions in this part  of the paper proved challenging for 

candidates. The inst ruct ions ask candidates to use no more than three words in 

their response, to source their responses from one point  in the text  and not  to 

answer in complete sentences. 



 

Some candidates provided responses longer than three words long and a 

m inor it y responded in full sentences. 

 

Cent res should rem ind their  candidates that  any response which exceeds the 

word lim it  ( in this case three words)  will not  be rewarded, even if the correct  

answer is included in the response given. I t  is essent ial that  candidates observe 

the word lim it  given.   

 

Some candidates repeated elements of the quest ion before adding their  

response. Candidates should not  rework any part  of the quest ion in their 

response as this will take them over the allowed word lim it .   

 

Gen er al  ad v ice 

  

•  The candidate response to the short  answer quest ions should come only 

from one point  in the source text . Candidates are not  expected to 

formulate a response by put t ing together words found in different  parts of 

the source text . 

 

•  As candidates take their responses direct ly from the source text , spelling 

should be accurate. 

 

Ex am p les 

 

•  Quest ion 11 

 

The correct  answer is ‘t radit ional neighbourhood(s) ’. 

 

A popular response here was ‘neighbourhoods’.  Although this is within the 

word lim it , it  is incorrect  in terms of the m eaning of the text .  

 

•  Quest ion 12 

 

The correct  answer is ‘building cost (s) ’.   

 

A popular response was ‘buildings cost (s) ’. However, the meaning here 

changes to the cost  of the buildings as opposed to the costs involved in 

the process of building the propert ies. 

 

A response such as ‘cost  of building’ was not  accepted as this phrase does 

not  appear in the text .  Candidates should not  ‘create’ responses -  they 

must  select  their responses word for word from one point  in the source 

text . 

 

•  Quest ion 13 

 

The correct  answer is ‘( community)  interact ion(s) ’. 

 

A frequent  response here was ‘neighbours interact ion’ but  this does not  

appear in the source text  and so cannot  be correct . 

 



‘Contact  with their neighbours’ was also a popular response but  it  

exceeded the word lim it . Reformulat ion of this to ‘contact  with neighbours’ 

to comply with the word lim it , was not  an allowable response since 

candidates should not  reformulate the text .  

 

•  Quest ion 18 

 

The correct  answer is ‘clothes and toys’. 

 

Some candidates at tempted to combine the words ‘childcare’, ‘clothes’ 

and ‘toys’ to give a response in three words. The source text  states 

‘fam ilies swap childcare, pass on clothes and toys to others... ’.  

 

Candidates must  not  reformulate the text  but  lift  their  response word for 

word from the source text .  

 

Where candidates did respond with the reformulat ion of ‘childcare, toys, 

clothes’, this could not  be rewarded despite containing the correct  words. 

 

Mu l t ip le Ch o ice Qu est ion s 

 

I n general, candidates successfully followed the inst ruct ions for these quest ions, 

indicat ing one response only to each quest ion. 

 

Par t s 5 / 1 0 :  Cor r ect  St at em en t s 

 

I n general, candidates successfully followed the inst ruct ions for this quest ion, 

indicat ing which five statements they considered to be t rue. 

 

Par t  3 :  Tr u e/ False/ No t  Giv en  Qu est ion s 

 

I n general, candidates successfully followed the inst ruct ions for these quest ions, 

indicat ing True/ False or Not  Given for each of the quest ions. 

 

Gap  Fi l l  Qu est ion s 

 

The gap fill quest ions in this part  of the paper proved challenging for candidates.  

The inst ruct ions ask candidates to use no more than two words in their  response 

and to source their responses from one point  in the text .   

 

Some candidates provided responses longer than two words long. Cent res 

should rem ind their  candidates that  any response which exceeds the word lim it  

( in this case two words)  will not  be rewarded, even if the correct  answer is 

included in the response given. I t  is essent ial that  candidates observe the word 

lim it  given.   

 

Gen er al  ad v ice 

  

•  The candidate response to the gap fill quest ions should come only from 

one point  in the source text . Candidates are not  expected to formulate a 

response by put t ing together words found in different  parts of the source 

text . 



 

•  As candidates take their responses direct ly from the source text , spelling 

should be accurate. 

 

•  As candidates are required to complete sentences in this part  of the 

paper, considerat ion should also be given to the ‘grammat ical f it ’ of the 

selected answer. 

 

Ex am p le 

  

•  Quest ion 40 

 

The correct  answer is ‘(bedroom)  suites’. 

 

Some candidates put  forward ‘bedrooms’ as a response. This could not  be 

accepted as the source text  clear ly states, ‘no two bedroom suites are the 

same...’.  The word bedrooms does not  appear in the text . ‘Rooms’ could 

also not  be rewarded as it  was too general.  

 

Su m m ar y  Com p let ion  

 

I n general, candidates successfully followed the inst ruct ions for these quest ions, 

indicat ing one response only to each quest ion. As candidates are taking their 

responses from a list  of given words, spelling should be accurate. 

 

Ad v ice t o  cen t r es 

 

•  Prepare candidates for the reading tasks by fam iliar ising them with the  

 style of the paper and with the types of quest ions they can expect  to find.   

 

•  Advise students to follow the inst ruct ions in the rubr ic when answering 

quest ions and to adhere to the word/ number lim it .   

 

•  Advise candidates that  they should only use words/ numbers taken direct ly 

from the text .   

 

•  Advise candidates that  in sentence complet ion and short  answer quest ions 

task types, the words they need run together in the text . Candidates do 

not  need to do any reformulat ion of the text .  

 

•  Candidates should consider the gram mat ical f it  of their  answers in the gap 

fill quest ions.    

 

•  Candidates should make sure they copy words from the text  correct ly 

when providing their answers. 

 

Per f o r m an ce on  t h e W r i t in g  Pap er  

 

A general rem inder for this part  of the paper is for candidates to write as legibly 

as possible. I n some cases Examiners found it  diff icult  to decipher what  

candidates had wr it ten. As always, Exam iners do their utmost  to work out  

meaning. 



 

Par t  4  

 

Candidates found Part  4, an informal email to a fr iend, an accessible wr it ing task 

and the majority found success here. 

 

The style and register  necessary for a writ ten communicat ion with a fr iend was 

confident ly applied, with a good range of vocabulary and grammat ical st ructures 

deployed. The majorit y of candidates made effect ive use of paragraphing and 

cohesive devices.   

 

Candidates who were least  successful in this part  of the paper were those who 

did not  adhere to the word count  by giv ing much fuller and detailed responses 

than necessary and those who wasted words with lengthy int roduct ions at  the 

beginning of the email.  

 

Phrases such as ‘The exams tornado has now passed’ and ‘What ’s up? The sky, I  

know’ are wasteful and often contain language which does not  suit  the rest  of 

the response. 

 

This year there was a preference for the word ‘lagniappe’ which was considered 

inappropr iate for the task. The use of irrelevant  language impacts on the marks 

available for lexical accuracy and range. Cent res are rem inded that  where 

informat ion about  one or more of the bullet  points is given after the 100 word 

lim it , this content  will not  be credited. 

 

Candidates are perm it ted to use any accepted vocabulary items suitable for the 

informal register of the task. I f, dur ing the marking process, candidates use lexis 

that  is unfam iliar to exam iners, these words are rout inely checked for meaning 

and their  suitabilit y for the task assessed. 

 

When marking this task, the focus is on the main body of the response. I t  is not  

necessary for candidates to recreate an email layout  with the use of ‘to’, ‘from ’ 

and ‘subject ’ etc. 

 

This task simply starts informally with, for example, ‘Hi Mary…’ and closes 

equally informally with, for example, ‘Hope to see you soon, Susan’ or another 

sim ilar informal expression. 

 

The word count  commences with the greet ing at  the beginning, e.g., ‘Hi Mary’ 

and concludes with the closing phrase, e.g., ‘See you soon, Susan’. The word 

count  does not  include anything wr it ten before the opening phrase, e.g., ‘to’, 

‘from ’ and ‘subject ’.  

 

Par t  5  

 

Candidates found Part  5 to be an accessible wr it ing task possibly due to the 

topic. 

 

I n general, candidates were able to demonst rate posit ively their understanding 

of the style and register needed to write a sem i- formal report  for the school 

magazine, and responded well to this task. 



 

A wide range of vocabulary was used and candidates at tempted to use a var iety 

of grammar st ructures. There were some instances where candidates had 

included informat ion about  one or more of the bullet  points after  the 150 word 

lim it , and cent res are advised to rem ind their  candidates that  no material over 

the word lim it  will be considered for assessment . 

 

Some candidates choose to make use of headings and sub-headings, while 

others do not  and opt  for the use of paragraphing instead. Either approach is 

acceptable. When wr it ing a report , it  is advisable for candidates to write a short  

int roduct ion stat ing the purpose of the report . The conclusion to the report  is 

usually shaped around the final bullet  point  of the task. 

 

Some candidates set  their report  out  using headings and sub-headings in 

combinat ion with bullet  points. Although this approach is accepted as a report  

format , candidates should consider how this absence of full sentences affects 

cohesion. 

 

Par t  6  

 

As in previous ser ies, the summarising task was the most  challenging for 

candidates. However, a greater number of candidates successfully ext racted the 

required informat ion from the text  and were able to present  this informat ion 

using their  own words. The use of a source text  which includes sub-headings 

seems to have made it  more possible for candidates to achieve this. This year, 

there were fewer candidates who were overly reliant  on the source text  and thus 

more candidates completed a summary in their own words. 

 

I n those cases where candidates were able to ext ract  the necessary informat ion 

from the text , some were unable to put  this into their own words. A number of 

candidates were overly reliant  on the source text . Where candidates did make 

some at tempt  to use their own words;  having to pick out  relevant  points from 

the text  combined with the need to formulate a summary;  this m eant  that  

responses somet imes lacked cohesion and there were issues with grammat ical 

and lexical accuracy.   

 

Where candidates had copied direct ly and ent irely from the source text , or done 

so and also used only isolated words or phrases of their own, these responses 

were not  awarded any marks for lexis or grammar, but  were credited for 

Communicat ive Qualit y and Effect ive Organisat ion.   

 

On a general note, candidates should only provide informat ion as requested by 

the task bullets and candidates should not  include any addit ional material which 

is not  found in the source text .  

 

A short  int roduct ion and a short  conclusion to this task makes for  a more 

cohesive response and one that  communicates more successfully. 

 

Ad v ice t o  cen t r es 

 

•  Advise students to respond to all the bullet  points in order to access the 

full range of the assessment  cr iter ia. 



 

•  Remind students that  if they go beyond the given word lim its and address 

any of the bullet  points outside the word lim it , they will not  be rewarded 

for this mater ial.    

 

•  Work with students on a range of wr it ing tasks:  let ters and emails 

( informal)  and reports and art icles (sem i- formal)  to develop 

understanding of appropriate sty le and register.   

 

•  Develop student  summarising skills using appropriate texts.    

 

•  Remind students that  they need to t ry and use their own words for the 

summarising task in order to access the full range of marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies  

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:   

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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